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* Chapel Message : 2020 Spring Semester English Chapel *
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* Bible This Week : Amos 5: 8 and Psalm 139: 12
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*Hymnal This Week : 550 % https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTIH8IAqGAQ
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*Anthem This Week: “Seek Him That Maketh the Seven Stars” (Dove)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcW302DXxms
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* “Seek Him”

The very first time [ heard “Seek Him That Maketh the Seven Stars” was during a visit to York
Minster with Niijima students on the Short Study in England program (4 ¥V 2R%GHAE ) . York
Minster is an amazing English Gothic cathedral that was built from 1220-1472. We attended
“Evensong”: an evening service that features a lot of music. It was a Sunday so there was a full
choir. The scene was set.

I remember only little bits of the service. However, there was one hymn that I will never
forget: “Seek Him That Maketh the Seven Stars,” composed by Jonathan Dove. From the moment
the organ’s hypnotic first notes began, I became interested. There was soft choral singing, but I
didn’t understand the words. The hymn continued. Two words were repeated many times. Softly
and then loudly. What were they? “SEEK HIM.” Like any great long tune that takes the listener
on a journey, the musical peaks and valleys (both mood and volume) were superb; slowly building
and falling, lifting us up, compelling us forward, and setting us down — both gently and abruptly —
again and again.

My eyes closed at some point. The music was enveloping. I became lost in the moment, in
the music coming from the organ’s 5,403 pipes and in the voices. “SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM.” And
then I was not in my chair. I was no longer in York Minster. Nothing existed, except for the music.
“SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK
HIM.”
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As the hymn ended, so slowly, so beautifully, it was as if [ was gently delivered back home,
like an infant being returned to its mother; back to safety, peacefulness, and calm. And then it was
over and I was back. Back in the Minster. [ opened my eyes. I was back, but I have never been the
same. From that short, profound experience I had re-acquired a sense of serenity that had been
lost somewhere along the way.

Months later, I looked at the Evensong program and checked the title and composer online.
Here are the lyrics:

“Seek Him that maketh the seven stars and Orion and turneth the shadow of death

into the morning. Alleluia, yea, the darkness shineth as the day, the night is light about me.

Amen.”

The hymn begins as a meditation about the night sky: specifically the Pleiades (7L 7 7
Z 2., 31X%) . Wehave all looked at the night sky, wondering and imagining. There is so much
dark space, but there are billions of lights. However, there can be no light without darkness. And
to truly appreciate light we need to understand darkness.

[ think that this song becomes quite important in dark days such as now. Things have
become confusing, difficult, scary. Yet this hymn reminds us that light conquers darkness. There
is hope; we should not despair. Morning always follows night. But, even in the darkness there is
light. “Alleluia, yea, the darkness shineth as the day, the night is light about me.”

I hope you will listen to the attached YouTube file. I recommend using headphones and

turning up the volume. For me, it is a complete chapel “hour” in 7 minutes and 15 seconds.

[#7 9] God of the darkness, we seek you groping, desparately. Give us wisdom and courage to
look up to the starry sky above us, and convince us that you are surely there. For you are our God

who makes night shines like day, and turns the shadow of death into the dawn of new ilfe. Amen.
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“SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM. SEEK HIM.”
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